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Metal as Anything is a survey exhibition that showcases thirty years of the diverse and 
intricate etchings of Townsville artist Ron McBurnie. A place where misbehaving dogs, 
ducks in box kites, jumping cats and eccentric toad shooters meet to examine their place 
in the carnival of characters and landscapes that the artist has created.  
 
The diversity of events, both large and small, that inspires McBurnie’s artworks are telling 
of the artist’s greatest strength - his ability to highlight the weird and wonderful events that 
occur on our ‘mundane’ suburban environment. It is so easy for these fleeting, humorous 
moments to be lost, buried underneath the drudgery and commitments of our daily grind. 
McBurnie, unlike most, captures these moments in his own life and ensures they are not 
misplaced. 
 

����



RON MCBURNIE                                                     PERC TUCKER REGIONAL GALLERY I EDUCATION RESOURCE
                    

 

 4 

�
�����������(����
�����������(����
�����������(����
�����������(��� 

 

 
This education kit has been designed in response to Ron McBurnie’s Metal As Anything 
survey exhibition. It aims to highlight key works and themes from the exhibition and may 
by used in conjunction with the catalogue/ DVD or as an independent pre-visit or post-visit 
study resource.  
 
Its purpose is to assist both students and teachers with the interpretation of Ron 
McBurnie’s artwork, as well as provide insight into his art practice.  
 
This kit has been written with reference to the 2009 Queensland visual arts syllabus; 
Essential Learnings 1-10 and Senior Syllabus. It includes questions and activities for 
students based on artworks and selected themes that may be adapted to better suit 
particular curriculum requirements.  
 
 
Available in conjunction with this Education kit is: 
 

� An exhibition catalogue containing a 20 minute DVD Suburban Etching. Produced 
by Ben McBurnie, the DVD contains footage of Ron in his studio discussing and 
demonstrating his creative process. It focuses on his Suburban series and in 
particular two etchings; Kicking the Quokka and Whistler’s mother’s cat’s third 
attempt at jumping into a Margaret Olley painting.  

 
� A PowerPoint presentation available to download and use in the classroom. It 

contains information about Ron McBurnie’s practice and presents images that 
focus on the series of work covered in this kit. 

 
� Children’s activity sheets are available for completion during exhibition visits.  

 
Contact Hannah Murray at Perc Tucker Regional Gallery for more information. 
Phone: 07 4727 9011 or Email: hannah.murray@townsville.qld.gov.au 
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Produced by Perc Tucker Regional Gallery © 2009  
PO Box 1268 Townsville QLD 4810 Australia 
Email: ptrg@townsville.qld.gov.au 
Web: www.townsville.qld.gov.au/recreation /gallery/perctucker & www.ronmcburnie.com 
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Image © Karl Kizur 

 
 

I’ve always wanted to work as an artist and a teacher and I guess as far as achieving 
these career paths, I have always tried to act on opportunities as they came to me. I 
know my limits, but I am also happy to be challenged by interesting prospects and the 
possibility that I can achieve them. - Ron McBurnie 2009 

�

�

Ron McBurnie was born 7 July 1957 in Brisbane. He currently resides in Townsville where he 
has been living since 1985. Ron received a Diploma of Arts (1978), a Graduate Diploma of 
Teaching, (1979) and a Graduate Diploma of Arts (1979) all from the Queensland College of 
Art. In 2000 he was awarded a Masters of Creative Arts from James Cook University, 
Townsville. �
�

Ron McBurnie works primarily in the areas of printmaking, painting and artist books. He has 
exhibited in numerous solo and group exhibitions over the past 30 years and his work is 
represented in most Australian state galleries and the National Gallery of Australia. He has 
also lectured and participated in artist-in-residence programs in universities and cultural 
institutions in Australia and overseas. Ron continues to travel overseas and nationally on a 
regular basis and this has a significant influence on his work.  
�
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�  Watch the 20 minute DVD Suburban Etchings about Ron Mc Burnie. 
Carefully listen and watch how Ron describes and demonstrates the  
printmaking process. Using pictures and words design step-by-step  
instructions on how to design, produce and print an etching. 
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All images courtesy 
of Karl Kizur © 

Ron McBurnie is best known for his masterful printmaking skills, and in particular intaglio 
printing. Meaning to cut or engrave, intaglio printmaking practice also extends to a number 
of other techniques that all involve the incision of designs into metal plates. These include 
etching, aquatint, mezzotint  and drypoint etching .  
 
Intaglio printing is a methodical process where ink is applied to an etched plate  and worked 
carefully into the grooves. All of the relief surfaces are cleaned of ink, paper is placed on the 
plate and both are run through a printing press. This is important because the paper must be 
forced into the grooves or incisions on the plate and ink picked up. 
 
Ron McBurnie works from his purpose built home studio  in suburban Townsville. When he 
isn’t teaching Ron is in his studio and prefers to work on his etchings during the day. He 
often works with an assistant and is usually never without Lou Lou, his faithful pooch. While 
not directly influenced by music it is an important part of Ron’s practice. He collects, enjoys 
and plays vinyl records  in his studio when painting or making etchings. Music puts him in a 
particular state of mind.  
 

� � � � �
 
 
 
 
 

��� �


